Flooding in Bangladesh – 1998

	80% of Bangladesh is less than 10m above sea level
	Health: Water supplies contaminated for ¼ million people.  
	Worst floods this century.
	Airport flooded – aid couldn’t get in from abroad.

	Some areas underwater for over 2 months.
	Melting snow from Himalayas added water into rivers flowing through Bangladesh
	23.5 million people made homeless.
	6500 bridges destroyed

	2.5 million farmers affected.
	500 000 cattle killed.
	Rocks, sand and mud from the Himalayas is washed into the river channel.
	Building of new towns in Nepal and China has destroyed large areas of forest.

	11 000km of roads damaged.
	80% of the country was covered by at least 1 metre of floodwater.
	Relied/aid efforts affected due to damage to raod and rail links.
	Many of the existing flood defences do not work.

	Bangladesh is heavily in debt – has no money to spend on flood prevention projects.
	6500 bridges damaged
	Heavy monsoon rains between May and October cause river levels to rise.
	Over 400 factories closed.



	Shipping from main port was disrupted.  
	¼ million affected by diarrhoea.
	1040 people dead in the floods.
	Electricity supplies disrupted.


