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‘AS’ HUMAN GEOGRAPHY FIELD DAY

CAMBRIDGE
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11th April 2008
http://www.geographypages.co.uk/camfield.htm
http://www.geographypages.co.uk/clone.htm
ITINERARY
	9.56
	Depart King’s Lynn for Cambridge

	10.44 (approx)
	Arrive Cambridge

	10.44 – 12.45 ish 
	Task 1: CBD Delimitation

Transect from Hills Road to Kettle’s Yard
Retail questionnaire and Clone Town sheet

	Lunch
	To be taken in the area around the market square

	1.45 ish
	Task 2: Comparison of 2 other retail developments: Grafton Centre and Mill Road
Questionnaires and Clone Towns
Mill Road Tesco site

	3.15
	Walk back to train station from Mill Road

	3.32
	Catch return train from Cambridge to King’s Lynn


Notes

· You should wear suitable clothing and footwear. We are likely to cover a distance of around 6km during the day.
· Be prepared for rain. Bring a plastic bag to cover the clipboard you will be issued with. Rain will not stop play! You need to bring this guide along with a range of writing implements.

· A digital camera is a good idea. The images can then be manipulated to become ‘field sketches’, or annotated using various software. Even a single-use camera is better than none.
· Remember that we only have one day, and we must make the most of the experience.
Students can be collected from the Train Station from around 4.20, or will be accompanied back to KES by staff
AIMS

1. To prepare students for two of the written assessments at the end of the ‘AS’ course: the Advanced Geographical Skills paper, and the Human Geography examination 
2. To collect data on various topics which relate to the Human Geography aspect of the specification – to allow the use of ‘examples from the field’ when completing exam questions
3. To develop group/teamwork and inter-personal skills.

4. To trial a questionnaire produced by the group, to explore the issues with the production of questionnaires and analysis of the data collected.
5. To experience data collection using a range of sampling techniques in the field.
6. To explore the limitations involved in any fieldwork activity, particularly techniques that are used.
HYPOTHESES (Ideas to test)
1. It is possible to delimit the CBD in Cambridge along a transect from Hills Road to Kettles Yard.

2. Patterns of consumption (shopping habits) vary between Cambridge city centre (CBD), the Grafton Centre area (Shopping Mall) and the Mill Road area (Neighbourhood shopping centre)
3. Cambridge City Centre is becoming a CLONE TOWN rather than a HOME TOWN.
4. The majority of people in the Mill Road area are opposed to the opening of a TESCO store in the area.

Other possibilities

5. Retail change in the CBD – a comparison of current shops compared to Goad plan, and the percentage change
6. The Grand Arcade: what are the initial impressions of the development ?
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This opens at the end of March 2008, so will have been open for a fortnight when we go to Cambridge.

Could also build this in to the survey.

What are people’s initial impressions of the new stores ?

AM: Arrival – Lunch time – TRANSECT / CBD delimitation
	NUMBER
	START POINT
	FINISH POINT

	1
	Cambridge Railway Station
	End of Station Road - junction with Hills Road

	2
	Along Hills Road
	Catholic Church - start of Regent Street

	3
	Along Regent Street
	Start of St. Andrews Street, and Emmanuel Street turn off into the Bus Station

	4
	St. Andrews Street  - through the pedestrianised area 
	Sidney Sussex College (opposite Sainsburys)

	5
	Junction of Bridge Street and Jesus Lane
	Over Magdalene Bridge at junction with Chesterton Lane

	6
	Chesterton Lane
	Up the hill to Castle Court


FOR EACH SECTION:
a) At the start of the route, and for every 40 paces, stand still. Look at the buildings to the left and right of you (if there is no building mark the appropriate land use) and fill in the boxes on the recording chart with the relevant codes. This will involve looking at LAND USE & BUILDING HEIGHT
Make any other observations. It would also be useful to look out for evidence of GENTRIFICATION. Watch out for SKIPS

b) When you get to the end of the section, you need to carry out a PEDESTRIAN COUNT. Stand in the location for 5 minutes. During that time, record with a TALLY CHART, the number of people who walk past you who are walking both TOWARDS and AWAY FROM the city centre.
c) As the PEDESTRIAN count is being carried out, fill in the ENVRONMENTAL QUALITY survey
d) Try to take some digital images of typical views of each area.

e) Keep an eye out for CLUSTERING of shops.

f) At what point do you consider the CBD starts ? – on what do you base this decision ?

PM

QUESTIONNAIRES – comparison of the area in terms of shop types: there are 3 areas we are comparing:
CBD (Market place area)

GRAFTON CENTRE and precinct

MILL ROAD

Remember that we are only here for the day. You need to critique the methods used, and look out for ANY secondary data to supplement the primary data you have collected yourself.

AP

March 2008
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


NUMBER OF SECTION: ________   START POINT: ________________
CODES

Land Use Letters 

	· Residential
	Re

	· Industrial
	In

	· Retail
	Sh

	· Financial
	Fi

	· Offices
	Of

	· Entertainment
	En

	· Food
	Fo

	· Vacant
	Va

	· Open Space
	OS

	· College Building
	Co


Storeys  ( ) – number of storeys – recorded as a number.
ENVIRONMENT QUALITY
Using the bi-polar scale that we will provide for you. Can you suggest other categories that could be used ?
Other things to keep an eye out for:
STREET FURNITURE

This is the general name for road signs, information signs. To what extent does this intrude on the space available for pedestrians ? Does the clutter of street furniture detract from the aesthetics of the area ? How is the historical aspect of the colleges being used ?
PEDESTRIANISATION

This is a common management technique used in city centres.

What are the pros and cons of this as a method of separating traffic and pedestrians ?
What impact does it have on the environment of an area ?
TRANSPORT

Keep an eye out for cyclists riding in an irresponsible fashion. They should dismount when entering the central area of the city – does this always happen ?
MILL ROAD TESCO Campaign

http://www.nomillroadtesco.org/ - a useful campaign site
What is the actual opinion of people in the area about the new store ?

LOCATION

Where did we carry out the fieldwork ?

AIMS

What were the aims of the day ?

HYPOTHESES

Outline at least 2 hypotheses which you investigated during the day

a)
b)
TECHNIQUES
SAMPLING METHODS

Which methods were used ? Why were these used ?
EVALUATION

Presentation ideas
· Point Sampling data
· Land Use Maps

· Questionnaire Results – Excel 
· Google Maps 

· Write-up SWOT analysis of Tesco store in Mill Road

· Internet based research on changes in Cambridge
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THE BEARER OF THIS BOOKLET IS A STUDENT AT THE ABOVE SCHOOL, AND IS CARRYING OUT DATA COLLECTION AS PART OF PREPARATIONS FOR THEIR ‘AS’ GEOGRAPHY EXAMINATION

MEMBERS OF STAFF FROM THE SCHOOL WILL BE IN THE MARKET PLACE AND SURROUNDING STREETS IF YOU WISH TO CONTACT THEM

Alan Parkinson, CGeog, FRGS

Head of Geography
