London Olympics Role Play

1) Local businessman

You are a local businessman living in Newnham. You own a small computer shop but would like to expand if you could get more customers. You have heard about the plans for developing the area for the Olympics, and whilst it may be good for business, you have some concerns.

Think about the following points:

· Will there be any disruption to your business during the building phase? 

· What will happen to you number of customers a) during construction, b) after construction

· When redevelopment is complete, what will happen to land prices and rent?

Fill in the table below to show the advantages and disadvantages for you of London hosting the Olympics

	Advantages (good things)
	Disadvantages (bad things)

	
	


You are going to go to a local planning meeting about the development of the Olympic area. Write a statement and the back of this sheet to take with you. You will have to say:

· Whether or not you think the development should go ahead and why

· What restrictions or conditions you would like to see in the development of the area (e.g. the development should go ahead, but only if …….)

· Questions to ask the Olympic planning committee
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2) Elderly residents

You are an elderly resident living in Newnham. You have lived here all you life and have seen a lot of changes. How does the prospect of redeveloping the area make you feel? Consider the following things:

· There is a lot of building that has to take place to make stadiums, roads, accommodation etc. How will this affect you?

· How will local transport be affected?

· What will it be like for you during the Games?

· Who do you think is paying for the Olympic Games?

· What will happen to the area after the Olympics?

Fill in the table below to show the advantages and disadvantages for you of London hosting the Olympics

	Advantages (good things)
	Disadvantages (bad things)

	
	


You are going to go to a local planning meeting about the development of the Olympic area. Write a statement on the back of this sheet to take with you. You will have to say

· Whether or not you think the development should go ahead and why

· What restrictions or conditions you would like to see in the development of the area (e.g. the development should go ahead, but only if …….)

· Questions to ask the Olympic planning committee
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3) Young family

You are a young couple with a small child and another on the way. You enjoy sport and want your children to be healthy and active. In the next few years, you would like to buy your own house.  Your are excited about the Games coming to London, but also have some concerns. Think about the following:

· How will the Olympics affect your local area?

· What benefits/disadvantages may it bring for you children?

· What will happen to house prices?

· Will you be able to watch?

· Will it be safe for your children?

· Who do you think will pay for the Olympics?

Fill in the table below to show the advantages and disadvantages for you of London hosting the Olympics

	Advantages (good things)
	Disadvantages (bad things)

	
	


You are going to go to a local planning meeting about the development of the Olympic area. Write a statement on the back of this sheet to take with you. You will have to say

· Whether or not you think the development should go ahead and why

· What restrictions or conditions you would like to see in the development of the area (e.g. the development should go ahead, but only if …….)

· Questions to ask the Olympic planning committee
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4) Sports fan in Manchester

You are a huge sports fan and have always wanted to see the Olympics and 2012 may be your chance! You work hard for a living but don’t have a lot of spare cash. Manchester is about 3 hours from London on the train and 5 hours by car. What are your opinions on the Olympics in London? Consider the following points:

· London already gets lots of investment.

· Will the cost of hotels go up?

· Will there be enough transport links?

· How will tickets be allocated?

Fill in the table below to show the advantages and disadvantages for you of London hosting the Olympics

	Advantages (good things)
	Disadvantages (bad things)

	
	


You are going to go to a local planning meeting about the development of the Olympic area. Write a statement on the back of this sheet to take with you. You will have to say

· Whether or not you think the development should go ahead and why

· What restrictions or conditions you would like to see in the development of the area (e.g. the development should go ahead, but only if …….)

· Questions to ask the Olympic planning committee
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5) Environmentalists

You are members of an environmental group. You are concerned about the environmental impacts of the Olympic Games and want to know what will be done to minimize the damage to the local environment. What are your views on the development of Newnham? Consider the following points

· The area I currently run down, industrial and quite polluted

· There will be a lot of construction

· There will be lots of transport, lorries etc in developing the area

· Thousands of visitors will be coming from all over the world

Fill in the table below to show the advantages and disadvantages for you of London hosting the Olympics

	Advantages (good things)
	Disadvantages (bad things)

	
	


You are going to go to a local planning meeting about the development of the Olympic area. Write a statement on the back of this sheet to take with you. You will have to say:

· Whether or not you think the development should go ahead and why

· What restrictions or conditions you would like to see in the development of the area (e.g. the development should go ahead, but only if …….)

· Questions to ask the Olympic planning committee
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6) Local youth community  sports centre

You run a local youth sports centre. Naturally you are very excited about the Olympic games coming to Newnham, but you also have some concerns. How will the development of the area affect you? Consider the following points:

· Young athletes need role models and something to inspire them

· Your current facilities are old and quite basic

· Will you b able to use the new facilities and how much will they cost?

Fill in the table below to show the advantages and disadvantages for you of London hosting the Olympics

	Advantages (good things)
	Disadvantages (bad things)

	
	


You are going to go to a local planning meeting about the development of the Olympic area. Write a statement on the back of this sheet to take with you. You will have to say

· Whether or not you think the development should go ahead and why

· What restrictions or conditions you would like to see in the development of the area (e.g. the development should go ahead, but only if …….)

· Questions to ask the Olympic planning committee
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7) Olympic committee

You are members of the Olympic planning committee. You are in charge of the plans for development of the area of Newnham in preparation for the Olympic Games. You are going to hear comments and concerns from the following groups of people:

1) Local business man

2) Elderly residents

3) Young family

4) Sports fan in Manchester

5) Environmentalists

6) Local youth community sports centre

They will be asking you questions about how you are going to make the Games benefit all of them. 

Read the following information so you are prepared to answer the questions and convince them that the Olympics will be good for them all.

· The Games will be a zero-waste Games by avoiding landfill and using waste as a resource for recycling and re-use 

· The Games will transform this area into one of the largest urban parks created in Europe more than 150 years, stretching 20 miles from the Hertfordshire countryside to the tidal estuary of the River Thames.
· A network of footpaths, cycleways and canal towpaths will link the communities on either side of the valley.

· Riverside housing, shops, restaurants and cafes will provide new amenities for the local community.
· New playing fields will sit alongside the world-class sport facilities that will be adapted for community use.
· The natural river system of the valley will be restored, canals would be dredged and waterways widened. Birdwatchers and ecologists will be able to enjoy three hectacres of new wetland habitat.
· And the park will be planted with native species, including oak, ash, birch, hazel, holly, blackthorn and hawthorn, providing a home for wildlife in the middle of the city.

· The Olympic Park area will generate 12,000 new jobs, in sectors as diverse as construction, tourism and the media.

· Training programmes and volunteering opportunities will improve skills for local people, opening up access to new jobs 

· 9,000 new homes will be created, alongside new schools, health and community facilities. Half of these homes would be designated as affordable housing.

· A new generation of Londoners will enjoy access to state-of-the-art sports facilities, from elite Olympians and Paralympians to national and local leagues.

Background information

London has hosted the Summer Olympics twice, in 1908 and 1948. In July 2005 London was chosen to host the Games in 2012, making it the first city in the world to host the Summer Olympics three times

After Birmingham and Manchester failed to deliver winning bids for the 1992, 1996 and 2000 Olympic Games, it was decided that only London, with unparalleled international recognition and a population of 7.3 million, could possibly be given the chance to host a Summer Olympic Games. The jewel of the London bid was the Lower Lea Valley, the location slated to be transformed from a less desirable location into a world-class Olympic Park and Olympic Village. It will be connected via high-speed shuttle service dubbed the Olympic Javelin and existing transportation links, capable of transferring 240,000 people an hour.

After the Games, the East London region will host one of Europe's largest urban parks created in decades and will be home to the Olympic Institute, a centre for sports medical centre and a place to study the Olympic ideals. The bid called for substantial improvement of the London Underground system which will handle the Olympic crowds and more investment into new Olympic sites throughout London. Also, the bid committee proposed the London Paralympic Games, which would be as important as the Olympic Games. London was considered by many to be second favourite for the bid after Paris, but last-minute intense lobbying by the bid team in Singapore probably swung the votes in their favour.


The Olympic Park 

The Olympic Park in east London, lies at the heart of London's plans for the 2012 Games.
The 500-acre site in Stratford will provide a compact, secure and easily accessible home for the Games, seven minutes from central London.

Nine new venues will be situated within easy walking distance of each other, allowing competitors and spectators alike to experience the unique atmosphere of an Olympic Games.

The main 80,000-seat Olympic Stadium will host the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, as well as the Athletics events.

Work has already started on the world-class Aquatics Centre, which will include two 50m swimming pools and a diving pool.

The Hockey Centre will comprise two stadia with different capacities, plus a warm up pitch.

The Velopark will include the Velodome and a BMX track, while the four multi-sport arenas will be the setting for Fencing, Volleyball, Basketball and Handball.

The Park will also house the Olympic Village, providing accommodation for every competitor and official, with 80 per cent within 20 minutes of their event venues.

The compact , green site will also include a state-of-the-art media centre providing facilities for broadcast and print journalists from all over the world.

A best-ever Games transport system will deliver up to 240,000 people an hour to the Olympic Park by tube, train, bus and via park and ride schemes.

And full planning permission for the Olympic Park has already been granted, a decision that London 2012 Chairman Sebastian Coe called 'a major milestone'
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http://www.london2012.org/en/bid/the+olympic+park/
Regeneration
The epicentre of London's plans is the Lower Lea Valley in the east, where it is expected the main Olympic stadium, aquatics centre, velodrome and athletics village would be built. 

There's no question that the area needs regenerating, but is this really the kind of regeneration people there want?

Michael Finley doesn't think so. He runs a building company from the Lower Lea Valley and fears the plans may mean his business headquarters have to be bulldozed. 

He believes the long-established, thriving business and industrial community here will be wiped out if the Olympics move in. 

Leave
Born and bred in east London, Michael knows many who feel the same way. 

He does agree that the area needs regenerating but feels it should be in a way that will benefit local people, and not just brand-name multi-nationals which will make their money and leave when it's all over.

There are two outline plans for the Lower Lea Valley.

One which includes the Olympic village and all its infrastructure, and one which doesn't. Many argue the Olympics would give London a sporting legacy of facilities benefiting generations to come. 

But many prefer the plan that would link Tower Hamlets with Newham, creating new neighbourhoods, parks and communities.

The Olympic Park in east London will transform one of the city's most underdeveloped areas into a model for sustainable urban development, building inner city communities linked to sport, the environment and health.

London's blueprint for the Games contains a number of specific initiatives to achieve a sustainable legacy which improves the environment, health and quality of life for local communities.

These include:

· Investment in public transport, sustainable design and best practice in construction to make London 2012 a low carbon Games 

· Hosting a zero-waste Games by avoiding landfill and using waste as a resource for recycling and re-use 

· Conserving biodiversity through the regeneration of the Lower Lea Valley creating the largest new urban park in Europe for more than 150 years and bringing people closer to nature
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