
Mind the Gap! 
 

You are going to use the following website to examine  indicators of development  :   http://tools.google.com/gapminder   When you open 
up this link, you will see a screen which looks like the diagram below.  Explore its features by reading and trying out the boxed descriptions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The countries on the 
graph are colour 
coded by continent. 
Click on any country 
circle and its 
continent will be 
highlighted on the 
world map

All countries are 
represented by a 
coloured circle which 
is proportionate in 
size to the size of its 
population 

Hover your 
mouse over the 
circle to reveal 
the names of the 
countries 

Click here to select 
the indicator for the 
y axis 

Click here to select 
the indicator for the 
x axis 

Select individual 
countries here by 
clicking the boxes

Remove all countries 
other than those 
selected by clearing the 
‘show nonselected’ tick 

Watch the graph 
change over time by 
using these buttons 

Change the 
speed of the 
graph here Zoom in on areas of the 

graph here or click 100% 
to see whole graph again 

Both the x and y axis 
scales can be linear or 
logarithmic.  Choosing 
the log scale may make 
it easier to see the 
trends on the graph 


