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This idea behind “Linking Thinking” is simply to make greater use of key verbs to:


prompt teachers to express lesson objectives more precisely


to clarify students’ understanding of key verbs


to raise awareness of likely levels of challenge 


to assist plenary discussions based upon metacognition





WRITING LESSON OBJECTIVES


When writing lesson objectives, teachers often restrict their stated objectives to what information students will know and understand by the end of the lesson.  However, objectives can also cover a wide range of skills, values and attitudes.  With more precise use of key verbs, teachers can finely tune their stated lesson objectives to what is actually taking place in the lesson.  The sheet “Writing lesson objectives” gives some examples of useful lesson objective sentence stems and verbs.





CLARIFYING STUDENTS’ UNDERSTANDING OF KEY VERBS


Students often confuse the meaning of terms such as “describe” and “explain”, “analyse” and “examine”, etc.   If consistent definitions of these processes are used and/or displayed in departments, students will become more confident in distinguishing between them.  A4 definitions of the relevant verbs could be referred to during the course of lessons. 





RAISING AWARENESS OF LEVELS OF CHALLENGE 


It is useful if the key verbs are photocopied in three colours to represent three broad levels of challenge.  These levels are based upon Bloom’s taxonomy, and help to raise the teacher’s awareness of the likely level of challenge of various activities.  Suggested colours are:


Green:	Knowledge and Understanding 


Orange:	Application and Analysis 


Purple:	Synthesis and Evaluation 


The colours correspond to a relief map, with purple representing the highest order tasks.





PLENARY DISCUSSIONS BASED UPON METACOGNITION


Plenary discussions often focus upon what has been learnt, but it is also very important for students to periodically reflect upon and discuss how they have learnt.  Student metacognition (students thinking about their own mental processes) can easily be facilitated by use of the verb definitions eg. demonstrating a stepped sequence of the processes gone through.  














