Geography Department 
In Standard Grade Geography, there are five main question types.

It is important that you recognise a ‘question type’ as you will then know what the examiner is looking for and how to approach your answer.

	Question type
	Technique
	Statements to use to start your answer
	Your examples

	Describe: this is often testing your knowledge
	Write at least one extended fact or point per mark
	As can be seen from . . .

The diagram shows that . . . 
	

	Explain: e.g.

Explain fully . . . 

Give reasons for . . . 
	Make each point briefly and then expand it
	The reasons for this are . . . 

An explanation for this is . . . .
	

	Analysis e.g.

Suggest points for and against . . .

Compare  . . 
	Take each part in turn.

Go over the good points then the bad points.

Give evidence for a thing and against a thing.
	This would be good / bad for this because . . .

On the other hand, . . .

In contrast, . . . 
	

	Synthesis e.g.

Based on the information, what . . .

What evidence is there to support . . .
	Take points from all the sources.

Try to identify points that come up in several of the sources
	From examining the information, we can see that . . .

There is evidence in Reference Diagram Q1A that . . . 
	

	Evaluate e.g.

How useful is . . . 

Do you agree that . . . 

To what extent. . . 

Would this be a good place to . . . 
	Weigh up each possibility or point of view. Decide, overall, which is the best [or most accurate or how useful something is.
	Therefore . . . 

In conclusion . . . 

I believe that the evidence shows that . . .

This place is good because . . .
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