Found Things


a file cutter’s stool

two legs broken

two missing

a brass dog collar

an inscription on its rim

two porcelain figures

(Charles II and Queen)

they stare down at

something

a doll’s basket

a gold chain with a locket

a razor

the blade held tight in its handle

a bible

bulging like a rich man’s purse
a cigar case

no cigar

a child’s battledore

(we’d call it a racket)

carved like a heart

or the ace of spades

a rocking chair

a nicely framed picture

the SS Great Eastern

in full steam and sail

(on a wall in Bridge Street)

a stick

the handle pale with wear

a snuff box full

of its dark sour smell

