Why can’t Maria Gonzales afford enough tortillas for her family?
	Maria Gonzales lives in Mexico City. She is married to Jose and has 5 children.


	Poor Mexicans get more than 40 percent of their protein from tortillas

	For many of Mexico's poorest people the tortilla is a staple of their diet, with as much as a third of their wages being spent on the bread.

	The tortilla is a type of flat bread made from finely ground maize (corn).

	The main fuel used as a petrol substitute for road transport vehicles is bioethanol.

	The price of tortillas rose by over 400% in January 2007.


	Mexico's President, Felipe Calderon, is claiming the rising price of tortillas is due to lower imports of American corn.

	Maria Gonzales, a 25-year-old office cleaner in Mexico City, was unhappy to find that her usual tortilla shop raised the price of its corn tortillas from 8 pesos to 10 pesos a kilogram.

	The Gonzales family normally eats about one kilo of tortillas each day.

	Mixing bioethanol with petrol will help extend the life of the world’s oil supplies


	Bioethanol production plants are now consuming 20% of the annual US corn crop, about the same proportion as the amount exported.

	With a minimum wage of $4.60 a day, Mexican families have been faced with the choice of having to spend as much as one sixth of their income on tortillas.


	The corn crops grown to make bioethanol remove CO2 from the atmosphere through photosynthesis.

	Mexico, considered by many archaeologists as the birthplace of corn, now imports much of the grain from the United States.

	Bioethanol is a completely renewable fuel source.

	Corn is the largest U.S. agricultural crop.


	The U.S. Agriculture Department said today that ethanol plants are using up U.S. corn supplies, pushing prices to their highest in more than a decade.

	As his prices rose, Salvador León, owner of the “El Mexicano” tortilla shop in Mexico City, watched his sales drop rapidly.


	Bioethanol has become more popular as an alternative fuel in the United States and elsewhere (eg. Brazil) because of high oil prices.

	1 ton of bioethanol used saves 2.3 tons of emitted CO2.

	President George W Bush has proposed to increase America's use of bioethanol fuel to 132 billion litres a year in less than a decade.

	“The tortilla has never cost so much in the country's history," said protesting farmer Andres Lopez.


	If every car-owner in the UK converted to bioethanol, CO2 emissions could be cut by over 20m tonnes or four million Olympic pools.

	More recently, American corn prices have risen rapidly as demand for corn has increased for the production of bioethanol in the US.

	Since Mexico began importing corn from the United States, Mexican farmers have found themselves competing with U.S. farmers selling at prices much lower than those in Mexico.

	Mexico is mostly mountainous and much of it is very dry; crops can be grown on only 11.8% of land area.


	Mexico has become increasingly dependent on growing corn imports from the United States.

	Corn in Mexico covers 60% of the farmed land in the country, employs 3 million farmers (8% of Mexico's population and 40% of people working in agriculture) and is the country's main staple food crop.


	If Mexico produces its own corn, which it can easily do, then it won't matter when international prices go up or down, and peasant farmers will once again be able to make a living instead of being forced to migrate to the city.

	Bioethanol can reduce by up to 70% the emissions of fossil carbon dioxide, one of the greenhouse gases widely believed to cause global warming.


	The US has now overtaken Brazil as the largest producer of bioethanol in the world, with annual production of nearly three billion gallons.

	Low U.S. corn prices set the international price because the U.S. is the largest producer and exporter of the crop.



	Corn provides important dietary nutrients. As a result of eating tortillas, Mexican children have fewer bone diseases caused by calcium deficiency.
	U.S. fuel bioethanol production is based almost entirely on corn grain


	Mexico has been entitled to cheap corn imports from the US for some time. However, as demand for corn in the US has increased, driven by the manufacture of bioethanol and the amount of corn available to Mexico has reduced.
	Mexico averages 1.7 tons of corn per hectare while the United States averages 7 tons.


	The proportion of workers employed in agriculture in Mexico has shrunk by 10% and that rural wages are 30% lower than other jobs, such as construction.

	In January 2006, President Bush announced that the US would focus on producing bioethanol to reduce America's heavy dependence on fossil fuels.



TASKS:
· To answer the question by considering and sorting the statements.

· The mystery could be extended by looking into the positive points of bioethanol production and the negative aspects of US price controls on LEDCs.
